GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
with his famous brother ecclesiastic, Dr. Inge, who has suffered
equally from the criticism of clerical diehards, and who ends his
brilliant essay Confessio Fidel1 with the words, " With the added
experience of nearly two thousand years the modern man can
repeat the words of St. Paul, that * other foundation can no man
lay save that which is laid,' that is to say, c Christ, the same
yesterday, to-day and for ever/ "
Let us try, however inadequately and summarily, to trace
the steps by which Dr. Barnes arrives at this satisfactory
conclusion.
In the Introduction to the Lectures Dr. Barnes tells us that
they are intended for " educated men and women who have no
technical knowledge of science or philosophy." To understand
many of his deductions, however, especially those which he
illustrates by intricate mathematical calculations, demands, I am
afraid, an education above the average ; at any rate, far above that
which I myself possess. But those calculations are intended to
give a picture of the world as known to Science and it is often,
as he admits, difficult enough to relate them directly to theology,
though they are valuable to the theological student. We must
nevertheless, he says, " test religious dogma by the methods
of scientific inquiry and refashion them in the light of scientific
progress." " Theology cannot be based solely on spiritual experience ;
it must take account of the God of Nature revealed by Science."
The Christian Church at an early period of its existence took
over from the Jews beliefs as to the creation and early history of
the world and the origin of man. Such beliefs, it is needless to say,
can no longer be accepted, though they long served as a back-
ground to Catholic theology and are associated with the old
Christian idea of God. It was an axiom of Catholic orthodoxy
1 Outspoken Essays, W. R. Inge (Second Series), Longmans, Green & Co., 1922.
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